OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY

NEWS RELEASE

Date: April 8, 2010
Andrea Cantu-Schomus, 503-947-5027;
Contact: Technical contact: Jeffrey Puterbaugh, 503-947-5533

DHS seeks a family advocate for mental health housing committee

Oregon Department of Human Services Addictions and Mental Health (AMH) Division is in
need of one family advocate volunteer to serve on its Community Mental Health Housing Fund
Advisory Committee. Committee members recommend how millions of dollars are distributed
from the Community Mental Health Housing Fund to develop and build housing for people

living with mental illness.

House Bill 3446 established the Community Mental Health Housing Fund in 1999. The fund
was created using the interest earned from the sale of the Dammasch State Hospital property
in Wilsonville. Over the last four years this renewable financial resource has helped create

housing for more than 260 Oregonians with mental illness.

Committee members are asked to attend meetings held every other month in the Salem area;
however, statewide representation is encouraged. Meetings are generally held the third
Thursday of every month. Applications will be reviewed as they are received. Appointments
will be made by AMH Director Richard Harris and Residential Programs and Service Manager

Darcy Strahan. Applicants will be notified by mail if they are selected for the committee.

Please contact Jeff Puterbaugh, Housing Development coordinator, for an application.
Applications are due by May 28, 2010 at 5 p.m.
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